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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Blessed Are You on Account of Me…”     
 

Beginning on Sunday, February 3
rd

 through and including Psalm Sunday, it will be my privilege to 
preach from the introductory portion of Jesus’ famed “Sermon on the Mount” commonly called the 
“Beatitudes”. It is derived from the Greek word, ma-ka-rioi, which means “blessed”. The Beatitudes 
should be viewed as a whole and not in part. However, each “blessed” is a distinctive qualifier as to 
the attributes of God. Put simply, each and in whole are divinely-inspired traits.  
 

When a person is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, that person acquires or is ascribed certain godlike 
attributes or traits. Thus, “the kingdom of God” is imputed or embodied within that person [Luke 
17:21]! The word “blessed” also means “to be fully satisfied” or to be “blissfully at peace” within one’s 
soul. 
 

However, this blissful state is not as a result of one’s circumstances in life, nor the fulfillment of the 
conditions prescribed in the Beatitudes. Rather, it is solely because Christ is indwelt in you! In 
essence, Christ becomes an integral part of your new being. No longer are you swayed by the times 
in which you live. You are a new creation!     
 

Unfortunately, some have associated the Beatitudes with the word “happy”. The word happy is a 
derivative of the word “luck”; hap from the word “happen.” You are NOT  lucky to be a child of God. 
You are a child of God only because God chose you; just as the Lord Himself said to His disciples: 

“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may 
give to you” [John 15:16].   
 

A person, any person, can be happy because of favorable circumstances although this, too, is 
fleeting. A state of blessedness can only be a reality by way of God mercy. Even so, blessedness is 
not a “static” condition; it is progressive as the Christian advances in spiritual maturity. 
 

So the question becomes: “When does this state of blessedness become a reality?” Very simply, all 
the benefits afforded to the believer occur at the moment he/she becomes a believer. It is that 
simple; it is that profound! From the moment of one’s spiritual rebirth to the time when that person 
leaves his earthly dwelling, all of the Beatitudes are made available. And this we know because the 
Lord is speaking in the present tense! Divine bliss is not merely experienced once we get to heaven. 
It becomes a reality in the “here and now”! It is my hope and prayer that in these coming weeks you 
will have gained a foothold in both accepting and receiving God’s bountiful blessings.  Blessings to 
each and every one of you!          
 

Have a care, 
 
 

Pastor Cooper 

Operation Christmas  
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Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of December our unrestricted 
contributions were $45,076.00 and our 
expenses were $48,572.50.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in January were 
$43,435.00.                 . 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $535.00 for the month of 
December.  This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry 
“Bouquets for your Bonnet” 

Friday, February 22, 2013 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Ladies, please join us for a fun afternoon of 
decorating our hats to be worn at our Annual 
Tea to be held on Saturday, March 9th.  If you 
do not have a hat to decorate we will provide 
one for you and of course we will provide the 
decorations. Our very own Elaine Runkel will 
be leading and coordinating (with her TEAM of 
artistic designers) this fun time together. 
 
So come and enjoy some delectable delights, 
great time together, and resulting in a beautiful 
hat to take home with you and wear to the tea. 
 
There is no charge for this enjoyable time 
together, but we do need to know how many 
are attending and if you are bringing your own 
hat.  So please mark your calendars and sign-
up in the Resource Center. We truly look 
forward to having you join us and know a great 
time will be had by all!!! 

February Birthdays 
2/02 Carl Olien 
2/04 George Lewis 
2/11 Betty Eldridge 
2/11 Marlys Hossele 
2/12 Mary Alice Hering 
2/13 Martie Marshall 
2/15 Will Kingma 
2/17 Jean Moody 
2/17 Sylvia Patrick 
2/19 Russ Trimble 
2/21 Mike Michalis 
2/22 Polly Bell 
2/25 Mike Baldridge 
2/26 Mary Kingma 
2/26 Bob Williams 
2/28 Jan Evans 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 

February Anniversaries 
2/01 Gilbert & Katie Dementis 
2/01 John & Lynn Nessen 
2/06 John & Virginia Heilman 
2/16 Wayne & Louise Adams 
2/16 Doug & Audrey Robinson 
 
Happy Anniversary! 

 

Thank You 
 

The most beautiful olive wood carving of Mary 
and Baby Jesus upon a donkey led by Joseph 
that adorned the altar table during the 
Christmas Season was on loan from Audrey 
Warren.  Audrey personally purchased this 
exceptionally exquisite carving while in 
Bethlehem, has now graciously donated the 
carving permanently to Grace Community 
Church. 
 
We, the people of Grace Community Church, 
want Audrey to know that it is with honor and 
great appreciation that we treasure this 
beautiful gift.  Her generosity will be 
remembered as we display this magnificent 
carving in the years to come.  It is with grateful 
hearts that we thank you so very much, Audrey 
Warren. 
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